Lakedell School
February 2022

mikisowipîsim ‘eagle moon’

Principal Message:
I hope this message finds you in good health. As you most likely know, we have had several staff
members and students miss time at school due to COVID, other illnesses, and bussing disruptions
this month. January was not an easy month to navigate, and I am very thankful to the families who
have cautiously braved this time with us, making hard decisions about activities and keeping the ill
away from school. I do understand that this isn’t easy. Alberta Education and Alberta Health are no
longer asking schools to track or contact trace cases of COVID in the schools, and as such we also
don’t notify parents when there is a case in the school or classroom. WRPS’s COVID practices are
outlined on the Division website (https://www.wrps11.ca/covid-19-wrps-information) and the latest
Alberta
Health
guidelines
are
posted
here:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-schools-k12-school-buses. I
kindly ask that everyone continues to follow the guidelines established, and feel free to ‘go beyond’
for your own safety and comfort.
We continue to do our best to make our school a positive place for children and learning. Progress
Reports can be checked on Powerschool starting next week; teachers will have updated each
students’ report to provide the most up-to-date information about each child’s learning. Of course,
some students--for various reasons--haven’t attended very many days since November, so
feedback in some cases will be minimal. If you require assistance accessing your child’s Progress
Report, please contact Mrs. Smith in the office and she will be pleased to assist you. Progress
Reports are not being sent home with students.
Thank you again to the Pigeon Lake Child & Family Society for their considerable donation before
Christmas which allowed us to purchase an inflatable Gaga Ball Court for student use during phys.
ed. Gaga Ball is a high-intensity, maximum participatory game that everyone appears to love, and
the kids made great use of the pit during mid-January. Our teachers will use the pit regularly as part
of their phys. ed. instruction. We have swimming lessons planned for our ECS-Grade 2 students,
and parent volunteers will be needed for these trips: parents will need to follow all COVID protocols.
Details regarding volunteers will come home with students, so please watch out for those.
Unfortunately, the ski/snowboarding trips to Rabbit Hill planned for Gr. 3-6 have been cancelled as
Rabbit Hill has cancelled all their school-based programming.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me immediately. Sometimes the
story that comes home isn’t as accurate as it might be; if we can clear up any misunderstandings
early, it is always best.
Donald Teplyske, Principal 780 335 4549

Report cards will once again be on line in PowerSchool for viewing on Feb 1. Report cards
will NOT BE SENT HOME. This is the way for you to check your child's progress in
school.
If you have not gotten access to PowerSchool or have any problems logging in please
contact Mrs Smith at the office for assistance.

Bus & Absence Routines
You will notice signage in the parking areas and laneways of the school; please
observe them to maximize student safety.
To reduce morning congestion in front of the school—and to avoid bus-car-truck conflicts—we
want parents to drive into the second entrance (by the ice rink), ‘drop’ their children at the east
end of the school, and then proceed out the ‘main’ entrance. We are hoping this will reduce
the number of parent vehicles that are sometimes ‘in the way’ of the buses. Thank you for
your cooperation!
As always let us know when your child is going to be absent; use the SafeArrival WRPS app,
text the teacher, call the office or write a note in the agenda the day before. We need to know
that your child is not going to be at school.
You can imagine how busy a school office gets at around 3:30. To help us out and avoid last
minute phone calls, please make after-school plans before your child leaves home. If a
reminder is needed, write a note in the agenda and we will try to remind your child.
If you are making changes to the bus routine (for example, your child is going to a
friend’s house) you must tell us. We will not arrange a bus change based on your
child’s say so. If you are picking up your child at the end of the day, please wait at your
vehicle until the buses depart; Mr. Teplyske will dismiss children to you once he
recognizes you. It helps him if you step out of your vehicle so that he can see your
face.
It is so important for children to arrive ‘on-time’ for school. Teachers begin formal teaching
at 8:45, but prior to that students have the opportunity to practice reading, writing, and
math skills, and to get organized for the day. When children habitually arrive later than
8:30, their learning is impacted.

SAVE THE DATE: West of the 5th Winter Poker Run is scheduled for
February 26. This is an incredible fundraiser for our School Fundraising Committee, and
every dollar that is donated to our Fundraising Society supports activities for our
students--skiing & snowboarding trips, swimming lessons, Alien Inline, Meals by Moms
lunches for the children, and so much more. But volunteers from the school community are
essential to ensuring this fundraiser is successful. Like the Haunted Barn, the West of the
5th Winter Poker Rally is entirely volunteer-based. We need your help! So mark February 26
on your calendar, and make yourself available to help out. Alternately, plan to participate in
the Poker Run and support the fundraiser financially! Together we all contribute to making
our school the best place it can be for all students. Thank you!

School Council & Lakedell School
Fundraising Committee Meeting
VIRTUAL MEET

February 8 at 4:00
As of now, WRPS guidelines have been changed and state that all
School Council meetings must be held virtually. If this should change,
regular attendees will be informed. If you would like an invitation to
the virtual meeting, please contact Jenille Leibel, School Council
Secretary or Susann Stone, School Council Chair.

UPCOMING T HEME
DAYS
Each fall, the Grade 5 and 6 students are
given the opportunity to decide on the
school year’s theme days. Coming up in
February we will have Pink, White, and Red
Day on February 14 and Activity Day on
February
17.
The
first
is
pretty
self-explanatory, and the second is- at
student request- a day full of activities. We
will set up the Gaga Ball court in the
(former) music room to allow the classes
to play several times throughout the day.
We will also have a surprise visit (Ssshhh!
Don’t tell the kids) from Alien Inline on this
day, and they will be set up in the gym all
day- please send helmets if you have- and
(hopefully) the weather cooperates and we
can get outside for some snow fun. We will
have Jersey Day sometime in March, and
additional fun days to help us all better
enjoy the school year. Children who
participate in the theme days also have a
chance to win some fine prizes.

New Staff Member

Ms. Bev Dion has joined our
staff as our Early Intervention
Educational Assistant in the
Kindergarten-Grade 1-Grade
2 classroom. Ms. Dion lives in
the area and has worked for
us previously in the preschool.
She will be working with Mrs.
Kelly each day to ensure our
youngest students are
developing their reading,
writing, math, and
interpersonal skills. We are
glad that Ms. Dion is again
working at Lakedell School.

The Library’s Most Popular Books This Month:

EACH MONTH Lakedell students and staff emphasize a positive element
of character development within our What is Your Mindset? program. In
February we are focused on “I can learn from my mistakes.” When we
make errors, we are allowing ourselves the opportunity to learn; whether
we are talking about academics or behaviour, we learn from our errors,
and can make improvements. Please encourage your child to
demonstrate “I can learn from my mistakes” this month.

Breakfast, Snack,
& Lunch Program

Drink Tab Collections

As you may know, Lakedell School has a Breakfast,
Snack, and Lunch Program that is open to ALL
students. Each day Mrs. Curry ensures students
have access to cereal, thanks to the support of
Breakfast Clubs of Canada, as well as continued
community and private donations. As well, we
provide snacks and lunches for students who require
these. If you would like to donate to help keep our
Breakfast Program viable, we would greatly
appreciate any financial support that you can offer.
Please contact Mrs. Smith at the office if you would
like to donate. We thank all the families who made
financial contributions last school year.
The breakfast and lunch programs are intended to
support students and families in need, without
questions or qualifying information. We appreciate
that some families are struggling during difficult
times. If you feel your child cannot attend school due
to a lack of breakfast at home or lunch coming to
school, please discuss this with me: we want your
child at school, and will make arrangements.

PULL TAB PROJECT FOR
CHILDREN WITH DIABETES
Lakedell School will be collecting pull-tabs again.
This project is sponsored by the Lions Club of
Pigeon Lake who converts the tabs collected
into dollars which are managed by the Pediatric
Diabetes Education Centre at
the Stollery
Children's Hospital in Edmonton.
By pulling the tabs, you can help a parent to buy
life sustaining diabetes equipment and supplies
for their child!
The local schools in our area will be collecting
the pull-tabs to see which school has collected
the most by weight and the winner will receive a
prize from the Lions Club of Pigeon Lake.
Thank you for making a difference to the children
and families struggling with Diabetes.

Teachers have asked me to mention that children
need enough food for three healthy (-ish) snacks
daily as well as lunch.
Please feel free to contact Mr. Teplyske at the school
if you have any questions or comments about our
school or your child's program.

2022-23

School Learning Calendar Survey

If you haven’t yet done so, please view the proposed learning calendars for
2022-2023
and
participate
in
the
parent
survey
at
https://www.wrps11.ca/trustees/whats-new/post/learning-calendars-consulation
This consultation will inform the school trustees as they make a decision about
what our school year will look like into the future. One of the proposed calendars
maintains our ‘early out’ in June schedule while two of the proposals extend our
school year to the end of June with additional breaks or long weekends
interspersed throughout the year. You are considering the Modified Learning
Calendar Drafts for Lakedell, Pipestone, Winfield, Alder Flats, Griffith Scott, and
Gwynne schools.

HO N
Working with our School Council, Nathan from Chef N’
is preparing monthly meals for our students, free of
charge. Chef N’ is collecting donations to support this
endeavour, and an area company is finalizing details
regarding sponsorship; we'll let you know once
everything is arranged. We will advertise this lunch on
our monthly calendars, and the next free lunch will be
February 24. We thank Nathan, Chef N’, and the
(currently) mystery sponsor for their generosity.

Lakedell
School Students of the Week

Our most recent students of the week,
selected by staff members for any number
of wonderful reasons, include: Wesley,
Everest, Reggie, Canyon, and Denver. Each
Student of the Week receives recognition
at the school and a small token of
appreciation

