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Principal Message:
Dear parents and guardians,
This has been an exciting several weeks at Lakedell School, and we are only just entering into
the Christmas season!
Last month our school received several welcomed donations.
Several parents and families made sizeable cash donations to our Breakfast, Snack, and
Lunch programs. We are very thankful for these donations.
We also received a huge donation from the Pigeon Lake Child & Family Society. Gilaine
Porter heard that we were looking to purchase an inflatable Gaga Ball Court for our gym, and
the organization donated nearly $3000 to purchase this for us! We look forward to the court
arriving from California in the New Year, and I am certain it will be put to excellent use during
the winter months. If you don’t know what an inflatable Gaga Ball Court is, visit
http://www.gagaball.net/ to see examples. Thank you to the Stone Family for introducing this
game to our school.
Through the generosity of the Kozacks and their tireless team of volunteers, we are in receipt
of a gigantic donation from the Haunted Barn. $10 000 was raised for our school this year,
and we thank Corey and Claudia and their team for their never-ending efforts on behalf of
Lakedell School. We will use their donation wisely as we plan for the future benefit of all
students.
We are excited to announce that we will be sending home links to our ‘Christmas Concert’
performances the week of December 14. Miss de Goeij has developed a program for our
students, and while we can’t present it in-person due to COVID restrictions (our gym capacity
is 77 people under current rules) we can record and send home. I will contact families with
FOIP/protection restrictions to get consents, and if parents don’t want their child filmed, we will
arrange for them not to be included. We will also be performing the songs from the concert
LIVE and IN-PERSON at the Village ‘town square’ on Thursday, December 16 at 1:00 PM,
and everyone is welcome to come and hear the children; fingers crossed for great weather!
Donald Teplyske, Principal 780 335 4549

Bus & Absence Routines
You will notice signage in the parking areas and laneways of the school; please
observe them to maximize student safety.
To reduce morning congestion in front of the school—and to avoid bus-car-truck
conflicts—we want parents to drive into the second entrance (by the ice rink), ‘drop’
their children at the east end of the school, and then proceed out the ‘main’ entrance.
We are hoping this will reduce the number of parent vehicles that are sometimes ‘in
the way’ of the buses. Thank you for your cooperation!
As always let us know when your child is going to be absent; use the SafeArrival
WRPS app, text the teacher, call the office or write a note in the agenda the day
before. We need to know that your child is not going to be at school.
You can imagine how busy a school office gets at around 3:30. To help us out and
avoid last minute phone calls, please make after-school plans before your child
leaves home. If a reminder is needed, write a note in the agenda and we will try to
remind your child.
If you are making changes to the bus routine (for example, your child is going to
a friend’s house) you must tell us. We will not arrange a bus change based on
your child’s say so. If you are picking up your child at the end of the day, please
wait at your vehicle until the buses depart; Mr. Teplyske will dismiss children to
you once he recognizes you. It helps him if you step out of your vehicle so that
he can see your face.
It is so important for children to arrive ‘on-time’ for school. Teachers begin formal
teaching at 8:45, but prior to that students have the opportunity to practice
reading, writing, and math skills, and to get organized for the day. When children
habitually arrive later than 8:30, their learning is impacted.

Staff Changes:

You may know that Ms Jensdottir has left us for her maternity
leave. Her son Avi was born in early November. We will miss her contributions to our staff
for the coming months, but are pleased to have Mr. Hayne assuming her duties for the rest
of the school year. As mentioned elsewhere, Mrs. Leibel is working with us each morning to
support student literacy and numeracy. Also, Mrs. Johannessen is filling in for Mrs. Elines
until the New Year. We are glad to have these talented and kind people working at our
school.

SAVE THE DATE: West of the 5th Winter Poker Run is scheduled for
February 26. This is an incredible fundraiser for our School Fundraising Committee, and
every dollar that is donated to our Fundraising Society supports activities for our
students--skiing & snowboarding trips, swimming lessons, Alien Inline, Meals by Moms
lunches for the children, and so much more. But volunteers from the school community are
essential to ensuring this fundraiser is successful. Like the Haunted Barn, the West of the
5th Winter Poker Rally is entirely volunteer-based. We need your help! So mark February 26
on your calendar, and make yourself available to help out. Alternately, plan to participate in
the Poker Run and support the fundraiser financially! Together we all contribute to making
our school the best place it can be for all students. Thank you!

Learning Loss Grant
In the recent past, you may have heard in the media of Alberta Education’s plans to
support schools in addressing the learning needs of students in Grades 1-3 by releasing to
school boards an additional $45 million; through school-based assessments, ‘learning gaps’
have been identified in some students’ literacy and numeracy skills. Our school recently
received our allocation of this “Learning Loss Grant” to support grade 2 and 3 students.
Lakedell School was allocated $10 290.
This has allowed us to hire Mrs. Leibel to work with students for three hours each morning as
an Educational Assistant. Supervised by Ms Lowther and working with classroom teachers
(Mrs. Kelly and Ms Wyley), Mrs. Leibel works with students in rotating, ‘pull-out’ groups and in
the classroom to improve skills in areas of early literacy (letters, sounds, phonics- the basics
of reading) and numeracy. Ms Lowther also works with students in these areas. Select
Grade 4 students are also benefiting from this program.
As a result of this extra programming (scheduled for 12-16 weeks) focused on helping
students overcome some of the difficulties they are experiencing with reading and math,
they may miss instruction in other areas of learning, including some writing development
lessons. This really can’t be helped, and teachers will try to ensure no one falls behind, but
we must address the reading challenges some students are experiencing.
Parents/guardians of students qualifying for this support were informed of this in
mid-November, and sessions have been occurring daily since November 17.
Important to note: this extra programming occurs daily, and each day’s learning builds on
the previous day. It is vital for children to attend school every day to give him/her every
opportunity to develop their necessary skills. Of course, we need to follow the Covid and
illness protocols but ask that unnecessary absences are kept to a minimum. We look
forward to sharing with you details of your child’s continued progress. Other children
receive targeted support during the day with Mrs. Curry, Mrs. Southern, and Mr. Teplyske,
and again- their regular and consistent attendance is critical to skill development.
We anticipate receiving additional funds in the late winter to address learning needs at
Grade 1, but that money has not yet been allocated by Alberta Education. Please contact
your child’s teacher, Ms Lowther, or Mr. Teplyske directly if you have any questions or
concerns about your child’s skill development.

Haunted Barn Thank-Yous:
By Corey Kozack & Claudia Guzman
We would first like to thank our volunteers:
Carrie Figge (3 years volunteering)
Rhonda and Darcy Carey (3 years volunteering)
Loretta Weisgarber (3 years volunteering)
Ella Carey (helping with the cashier concession, she did a fantastic job)
Bridget Anquist and daughters Jayden and Jordyn
Olivier Du Tre and wife Dorianne Bamber
Kayden Janzen (former Lakedell student and didn't miss one night the whole season)
Robin Breum
Heidi Mantai
Bobbi Forster
Katia Randy Visser
Marianna Crow
Mary Atcheson
Donald Teplyske
All the local businesses from around the lake, they donated over 1200 bags of candy.
We had over 3000 visitors for the Haunted Barn this year
It was the biggest set up we have done to date: the barn was the biggest we have
ever had, and we had two graveyards, the spooky forest, a trail along with a 20 ft cat
and a 12 foot skeleton that was a big hit.

Reptiles & Amphibians Visit Lakedell School
The fine folks at Reptiles are Amazing paid a visit to our school last week, and to suggest
they were a big hit with the students would be an understatement:
“It was the best day ever and there was one part that was very funny: Mrs. Curry held a fake
snake it was funny.” Bently
“We got to see snakes, lizards and frogs. There were 14 of them.” Dredan
“They told us a story about an animal that was kept in a small cage and was really mean. I
won a prize of a turtle toy…” Ella
“It was very very fun and cool. ...We got to see SNAKES! “ Marshal
“Did you know some alligators can lay up to 100 eggs. We saw a boa constrictor.” Beck

We want to invite the Lakedell
School families to participate in the
Wetaskiwin Co-op School Equity
Program, which allows schools to
earn equity on purchases.
Lakedell’s number is 82415 and at
the till, customers at all Wetaskiwin
Co-op locations have the option to
use that membership number. The
equity earned from each of these
purchases will be calculated based
on Wetaskiwin Co-op’s fiscal year,
November 1st – October 31st and
100% of the equity earned will be
paid out to the school. Thank you
for your support!

School Council & Lakedell
School
Fundraising Committee
Meeting
At the School

December 14 at 4:00
If provincial guidelines change we may
have to do the meeting virtually

EACH MONTH Lakedell students and staff emphasize a positive
element of character development within our What is Your Mindset?
program. In December we are focused on “I believe I can do it.” No
matter our chore, task, or assignment, we all need to demonstrate
confidence and self-belief. Please encourage your child to
demonstrate “I believe I can do it” this month.

Breakfast, Snack,
& Lunch Program
As you may know, Lakedell School has a Breakfast,
Snack, and Lunch Program that is open to ALL
students. Each day Mrs. Curry ensures students
have access to cereal, thanks to the support of
Breakfast Clubs of Canada, as well as continued
community and private donations. As well, we
provide snacks and lunches for students who require
these. If you would like to donate to help keep our
Breakfast Program viable, we would greatly
appreciate any financial support that you can offer.
Please contact Mrs. Smith at the office if you would
like to donate. We thank all the families who made
financial contributions last school year.
The breakfast and lunch programs are intended to
support students and families in need, without
questions or qualifying information. We appreciate
that some families are struggling during difficult
times. If you feel your child cannot attend school due
to a lack of breakfast at home or lunch coming to
school, please discuss this with me: we want your
child at school, and will make arrangements.

Drink Tab Collections
PULL TAB PROJECT FOR
CHILDREN WITH DIABETES
Lakedell School will be collecting pull-tabs again.
This project is sponsored by the Lions Club of
Pigeon Lake who converts the tabs collected
into dollars which are managed by the Pediatric
Diabetes Education Centre at
the Stollery
Children's Hospital in Edmonton.
By pulling the tabs, you can help a parent to buy
life sustaining diabetes equipment and supplies
for their child!
The local schools in our area will be collecting
the pull-tabs to see which school has collected
the most by weight and the winner will receive a
prize from the Lions Club of Pigeon Lake.
Thank you for making a difference to the children
and families struggling with Diabetes.

Teachers have asked me to mention that children
need enough food for three healthy (-ish) snacks
daily as well as lunch.
Please feel free to contact Mr. Teplyske at the school
if you have any questions or comments about our
school or your child's program.

CREATURES has arrived!
Creatures is the latest traveling art gallery our
school is fortunate to host. Artwork of a variety
of styles is rotating through our classrooms until
December 8th, allowing students to interact with
art up close and personal, and to use the artwork
to influence their own creations, as well as to be
incorporated into other lessons. This is made
possible through the Art Gallery of Alberta’s TREX program, and school
fundraising.

Ms. Kandice’s Corner
Helping Children Cope With Holiday Stress: Tips for Parents

For most children the holidays are happy, fun and exciting. There's a break from school, and a
chance to see friends and relatives. However, for some children, the holidays can be stressful
and confusing.
The following are some tips for parents to help children cope with holiday stress.
1. Discuss holiday plans in advance, and let kids participate in decisions. Kids need some
degree of predictability. Prolonged uncertainty, constantly changing plans or last-minute
decisions can all increase stress.
2. If you're traveling, leave plenty of extra time and bring snacks, books, games and/or music.
3. Don't over schedule. Kids can easily get "burned out," overtired and cranky during the
holidays.
4. Give kids some "down time." Don't expect them to be "on" all the time. Leave room for some
quiet activities, like listening to music, taking a walk or reading a book.
5. Make sure kids get plenty of sleep. Lack of sleep often leads to increased irritability.
6. Uphold and maintain family traditions even if a parent is absent. Kids count on certain
traditions. They can have an important grounding effect by letting kids know that even though
some things have changed, other things have remained the same.
7. Don't try to compensate for an absent parent with extra gifts or toys. What most kids really
want is your time, attention and reassurance.
8. Take care of yourself. Try to avoid being overloaded with obligations. If you feel stressed, it
increases the pressure and tension on your children.
Most kids, even those dealing with loss or family transitions, can and do enjoy the holidays.
However, preparation, patience and honesty can help prevent conflict, reduce stress and
enhance the holiday season for the whole family. (information adapted from the American
Psychiatric Association)

PLEASE SUPPORT SANTA’S ELVES, if you
can. We are collecting unwrapped gifts at the
school. Pick-up will be December 14.

Upcoming Events at Lakedell
Among the many fabulous learning opportunities that occur on a typical day at
Lakedell School, we want to highlight some upcoming events including:
Toy & Gift Collection- until December 14, we will be collecting
toys and gifts for area children as we support the Pigeon Lake
Child & Family Society’s Santa’s Elves campaign. Please send or drop-off an
unwrapped gift suitable for a school-aged child, and we will ensure these get to
children who live in the area.
School Council & Fundraising Committee meeting- December 14, 4:00 at the
school
Students Singing at the Village- 1:00 PM December 16
Christmas Concert Video Clips to be posted the week of
December 15 until January 3.

Swimming Lessons* for Kindergarten to Grade 2 students
(dates to be finalized) and Skiing & Snowboarding* for
Grades 3-6, February 24 and March 16 (Rabbit Hill).
Because of our Fundraising Committee, there is no charge
to families for Swimming and Rabbit Hill. *Dependant on
COVID restrictions- currently, we are good to go!

Track & Field Meet at Pipestone, May 27.
On June 9 & 10, we are hoping, again dependant on the COVID situation, to take
Grade 4-6 students on the overnight Drumheller trip.

Lakedell School Council & Fundraising Committee
By Susann Stone
We have had great attendance at the meetings so far this year! Thank you to everyone
who has been coming out to share their thoughts and learn about what is happening in
the School. The meetings are a great way to meet new people, learn about what is
happening in the school and connect with new school trustee Kyle Dorchester.
A big shout out to all the Kozack Family and all the volunteers and participants who were
involved in the Haunted Barn to make this year's events a HUGE success. We are so very
fortunate for this opportunity to support our school.
The Fundraising committee is exploring new playground equipment. If you have any
ideas please email stonesusann@gmail.com. All meeting agendas and meeting minutes
are
provided
to
those
who
are
interested.
Minutes
are
posted
on
https://www.lakedellschool.ca/parents/school-council
We have some exciting activities and events coming up for any parents or guardians to
get involved with. Please mark your calendars and plan to join fellow volunteers to make
a difference for the students of the Lakedell School.
Mark your Calendars:
December 14 Lakedell School Parent Council and Lakedell School Parent Fundraising
Committee Meeting at 4 pm at the School.
December 16 for a 1:00 performance of the Christmas Concert at the Village Square
December 17 - Meal by Moms - Fundraising committee will be providing a meal for ALL
students and staff. Seeking volunteers to assist with meal prep, cooking and distribution.
Please contact the school to volunteer.
Skiing is booked for grades 3-6 and Swimming for grades K-2 watch for details!
Long awaited Drumheller Field trip is booked so cross your fingers that grades 4-6 can go!
Dates TBA. Volunteers are needed! Leave your name with the school if you are interested.

*Ice Rink - seeking volunteers to help make and maintain the ice throughout the winter.
*Meals by Moms(parents, community members, guardians) always welcome your
assistance.
*West of the 5th Winter Poker Run is scheduled for February 26. This is a MAJOR
fundraiser for the school and it needs MANY volunteers. It would be great to have each
family get involved in this fun community event that supports the school.

Mrs G wants to remind you to take a
moment each day to be mindful and
enjoy some relaxation while coloring your
advent square!

