
 
 

 
 

Important Safety Information Regarding the Solar Eclipse -  Monday, April 8, 2024  

Dea r Fa milie s, 

We 're  rea ching out to highlight a  significa nt event ha ppening on Monda y, April 8th -  a  

pa rtia l sola r eclipse . This event is both fa scina ting a nd a  ra re  educa tiona l opportunity, 

but it is crucia l to a pproa ch it with ca ution to ensure  the  sa fe ty of our students. 

Sola r eclipses occur when the  Moon positions itse lf be tween the  Ea rth a nd the  Sun, 

ca sting a  sha dow tha t ca n pa rtia lly or fully cover the  Sun from our view. The  ma in 

concern with a  pa rtia l eclipse  is the  potentia l eye  da ma ge  from the  Sun's powerful ra ys. 

Directly obse rving the  Sun during such a n event ca n ca use  sola r re tinopa thy, a  se rious 

condition tha t re sults in pe rma nent da ma ge  to the  re tina . 

The  eclipse  in our a rea  is scheduled to sta rt a t a pproxima te ly 11:54 a .m., rea ch its 

ma ximum a t 12:46 p.m., a nd end by 1:39 p.m.  

To protect our students during these  times, we  will obse rve  the  following sa fe ty 

protocols: 

● Sta ying Indoors: All students will be  kept indoors from 11:30 a .m. to 2:00 p.m.  
We wa nt to stress tha t even a  brie f direct look a t the  sola r eclipse  ca n ha rm one 's 
eyes, a nd ne ithe r sungla sses nor looking through windows offe rs a de qua te  
protection.  
To ensure  sa fe ty, we  will keep blinds down in a ll cla ssrooms equipped with them. 
 

● Outdoor Activitie s Assessment:  
We will ca re fully eva lua te  a ll scheduled outdoor a ctivitie s, including fie ld  trips a nd 
a ca demy progra ms, to decide  if they should be  ca nce led to prevent a ny risk 



 
 

 
 

during the eclipse. 
 

● Communica tion with Older Students: We encoura ge  pa rents of students in gra des 
7-12, pa rticula rly those  who might be  driving, to discuss the  importa nce  of sta ying 
indoors during the  eclipse  a nd/or a voiding the  tempta tion to view the  eclipse  
without proper eye  protection.  

We a re  committed to the  sa fe ty a nd we ll-be ing of our students a nd a re  ta king these  

steps a s a  preca ution. We a lso recommend tha t a ll fa milie s follow the  eye  sa fe ty 

guide lines during the  eclipse  provided by the  Ca na dia n Optometrists of Ca na da . 

For more  informa tion on the  eclipse  a nd how to view it sa fe ly, plea se  re fe r to the  links 

provided.  (Link)      ( NASA) 

Tha nk you for your coopera tion a nd understa nding in ensuring a  sa fe  experience  for a ll. 

Since re ly,  

Sta cey Five la nd 
Principa l of La kede ll School  

 

 

 

https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/canada/wetaskiwin?iso=20240408
https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/

